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 1 
 2 

. City of Washington Terrace 3 
                                                4 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 5 

Minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting held on  6 
Thursday, February 29, 2024 7 

City Hall, 5249 South 400 East, Washington Terrace City, 8 
County of Weber, State of Utah          9 

_____________________________________________________________________ 10 
 11 
PLANNING COMMISSION AND STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT  12 
Chairman Steve Jacobson 13 
Vice- Chair Dwight Henderson 14 
Commissioner Jethro Dee Watson  15 
Commissioner Amy Morgan 16 
Commissioner Dan Johnson 17 
Commissioner Morgan Wilkins - excused 18 
Commissioner Matthew Roper  19 
City Recorder Amy Rodriguez  20 
General Planner Tyler Seaman 21 
 22 
Others Present 23 
Fred Turner (via zoom), Val Claussen, Mike Lawrence. Parker Mecham 24 
 25 

1. ROLL CALL                                                                           6:00 p.m. 26 
 27 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 28 
 29 

3. WELCOME  30 
 31 

4. OATH OF OFFICE 32 
Rodriguez  administered the oath of office to Commissioners Steve Jacobson, Matt 33 
Roper, and Jethro Dee Watson 34 
 35 

5. RECURRING BUSINESS 36 
        5.1      MOTION: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 37 
        5.2      MOTION: APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR JANUARY 25, 2024 38 
 Items 5.1 and 5.2 were approved by general consent. 39 

        40 
6. SPECIAL ORDER 41 

 42 
6.1  PUBLIC HEARING: TO HEAR COMMENT IN SUPPORT AND  43 
        OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDING THE   44 
        TITLE 16 “SUBDIVISIONS” FOR COMPLIANCE WITH UTAH 45 
        SB174 “LOCAL LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT REVISIONS” 46 
 47 



 

PC Minutes 02-29-24 

 

 

Seaman explained that we need to change our ordinance on our subdivisions process, per 48 
state law. He stated that this process will be state wide so that there is consistency. 49 
Seaman introduced Valerie Claussen and Fred Turner (via zoom), who are the 50 
consultants with Planning Outpost , and retained by the State to help with the ordinance 51 
change. They presented on the proposed ordinance. 52 
 53 
She explained the policy decisions that were proposed by the State. She stated that one of 54 
the decisions is a compliance checklist as part of the review process. She stated that a 55 
time frame for cities is a new process. She stated that review cycles are a new addition as 56 
well, noting that between preliminary and final plat, there are a total of four reviews. 57 
She also stated that the cost of the fee for any appeals of the final map is split between the 58 
city and the applicant. Seaman stated that this would be an administrative fee. 59 
 60 
Chairman Jacobson stated that he is not comfortable with the way the timeframes are 61 
written, noting that the Commission meetings are held at the end of the month. He is 62 
concerned that  the city may be in violation if a meeting is not held within the 15 63 
window. Claussen stated that practicality would supersede the code. She stated that the 64 
wording is straight out of state code. Chairman Jacobson referred to section 16.04.040 (F) 65 
which reads “scheduled and act within 15 days”. He would like it to read “scheduled to 66 
act”. 67 
Seaman stated that our attorney stated that it is state law and could be litigated very 68 
easily. He stated that because it is a brand new law, it is not black and white, and we do 69 
not know what will happen if the deadline is not met. Claussen stated that most cities 70 
hold meetings once a month and are in the same situation. 71 
 72 
Claussen stated that the zoning will remain a separate item not tied to the timeframe. 73 
 74 
Commissioner Morgan stated that we are landlocked and there is not much build out. She 75 
asked if the applicants need to make the surrounding neighbors aware of what they are 76 
doing, and asked if we could make public notices part  of the check list for the applicant. 77 
Seaman stated that it is mostly an administrative policy established by the City Manager 78 
on the process for subdivisions. It would typically not be codified in ordinance. 79 
Claussen stated that plat approval is an administrative technical function. She stated that 80 
we cannot hold more than one public hearing, and that it must be done at the preliminary 81 
plat. She stated that final plats cannot have a public hearing. 82 
 83 
Commissioner Henderson stated that section 16.05.010(13) regarding streetlights should 84 
be cleaned up to correspond with current processes. He stated that it is no longer Utah 85 
Power and should be updated to Rocky Mountain Power.  86 
 87 
Chairman Jacobson opened the public hearing at 6:34 p.m. 88 
 89 
Mike Lawrence stated that he is finding it very important that the city zoning codes be 90 
updated, as some areas that are designated residential have commercial property. He feels 91 
that it is important that the developers can know what they can and cannot build. He 92 
stated that the zoning maps must be updated. He stated that it is key that the documents 93 
are up to date so that everyone is playing on a fair shot. Seaman stated that our website 94 
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changed over the year and old documents are being removed. He showed that the zoning 95 
map is on the website. He stated that the current zoning map is on the website. Chairman 96 
Jacobson stated that the new infill zoning map should be added to the website. 97 
 98 
Parker Mecham stated that he owns a few properties that have been recently added to the 99 
infill map.  100 
 101 
Chairman Jacobson closed the public hearing at 6:40 p.m. 102 
 103 
                104 

7. NEW BUSINESS    105 
 106 

6.2  MOTION/ORDINANCE 24-03: RECOMMENDATION TO APPROVE 107 
ORDINANCE REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING TITLE 16 “SUBDIVISIONS 108 
REGULATIONS” OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE 109 
 110 
 111 

Motion by Commissioner Johnson 112 
Seconded by Commissioner Morgan 113 

To recommend approving ordinance 24-03 114 
Repealing and Re-enacting  Title 16 “Subdivisions Regulations” 115 

With the condition of the update to  16.05.010 A (13) 116 
Regarding the corrections to the street light component 117 
And also with the understanding that the Commission  118 

understands that the wording on in section 16.04.040 (F) is state law and cannot be 119 
changed even if they would like it to read “scheduled to act” 120 

Approved unanimously (6-0) 121 
 122 

 123 
8. UPCOMING BUSINESS                             124 

Seaman stated that the subdivision discussed at the last meeting changed from 63 units proposed 125 
to around 15-20. 126 
Seaman stated that the Library Board must approve what is being proposed with the parking lot 127 
situation on the City owned property in which we are trying to sell. 128 
Seaman stated that the property that wanted to run a hotel on 300 West is now for lease and may 129 
be for sale. 130 

 131 
9. MOTION: ADJOURN THE MEETING 132 

Motion by Commissioner Johnson 133 
Seconded by Commissioner Henderson 134 

To adjourn the meeting 135 
Approved unanimously (6-0) 136 

Time: 6:47 p.m. 137 
 138 

___________________________________             _____________________________ 139 
Date Approved                                                        City Recorder 140 


