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 Planning Commission Meeting  
Thursday, September 26, 2024 
City Hall Council Chambers 

5249 S. South Pointe Dr. Washington Terrace City 
801-393-8681     

 
1. ROLL CALL                                                                           6:00 p.m. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
3. WELCOME  

 
4. RECURRING BUSINESS 

        4.1      MOTION: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Any point of order or issue regarding items on the Agenda or the order of the agenda need 
to be addressed here prior to the approval of the agenda. 
 

        4.2      MOTION: APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR AUGUST 29, 2024 
 

5. SPECIAL ORDER 
Special orders will proceed as follows: Chair introduction of item, staff/applicant presentation, 
questions by commission, Chair opens public hearing, citizen input; Chair closes public hearing, then 
commission final discussion. 
 
5.1  PUBLIC HEARING: TO HEAR COMMENT IN SUPPORT AND 
OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSED RE-ZONING OF 5580 SOUTH ADAMS 
AVENUE FROM O-1 “OPEN SPACE” TO C-1 “COMMERCIAL PROPERTY” 
                       

6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

6.1  MOTION/ORDINANCE 24-08: MOTION TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 
ADOPTING RE-ZONING OF 5580 SOUTH ADAMS AVENUE FROM O-1 
“OPEN SPACE” TO C-1 “COMMERCIAL PROPERTY” 
 

7. RECURRING BUSINESS 
 

7.1 MOTION/ORDINANCE 24-07: RECOMMENDATION TO APPROVE 
ORDINANCE 24-07 ADOPTING CHAPTER 17.86 REGULATING URBAN 
CHICKENS 

                            
8.   MOTION: ADJOURN THE MEETING 
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 1 

                      . City of Washington Terrace 2 
                                                3 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 4 

Minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting held on  5 
Thursday, August 29, 2024 6 

City Hall, 5249 South 400 East, Washington Terrace City, 7 
County of Weber, State of Utah          8 

_____________________________________________________________________ 9 
 10 
PLANNING COMMISSION AND STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT  11 
Chairman Steve Jacobson  12 
Vice- Chair Dwight Henderson 13 
Commissioner Amy Morgan  14 
Commissioner Dan Johnson  15 
Commissioner Jethro Dee Watson  16 
Commissioner Morgan Wilkins  17 
Commissioner Matthew Roper  18 
Code Enforcement Officer Martin Nish 19 
General Planner Tyler Seaman 20 
City Attorney Bill Morris 21 
 22 
Others Present 23 
Steve Rasmussen, Amanda Hartley, Brad Parr, Becky Parr, Adam Stever, Andrew Barnett, 24 
Myndi Barnett, Denise Jacobson, Cal McCreary,  25 
 26 

1. ROLL CALL                                                                           6:00 p.m. 27 
 28 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 29 
 30 

3. WELCOME  31 
 32 

4. RECURRING BUSINESS 33 
        4.1      MOTION: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 34 

 35 
        4.2      MOTION: APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR JULY 25, 2024 36 

 37 
Items 4.1 and 4.2 were approved by general consent. 38 
 39 

5. SPECIAL ORDER 40 
 41 
5.1  PUBLIC HEARING: TO HEAR COMMENT IN SUPPORT AND 42 
OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED ORDINANCE ADOPTING CHAPTER 17.86 43 
REGULATING URBAN CHICKENS 44 
 45 
Seaman stated that the City is proposing an ordinance to allow for urban chickens. He 46 
stated that the proposed code has parameters that would need to be followed for legal 47 
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backyard chickens. He stated that the City has been working through the ordinance for 48 
two years. He stated that it has been discussed in Planning Commission meetings 49 
previously. The Planning Commission will make comments and recommendations to the 50 
City Council. The City Council would make the final decision on the ordinance. 51 
 52 
Chairman Jacobson opened the public hearing at 6:05 p.m. 53 
 54 
Resident “M” did not want to disclose his name and be recognized as “M”. He stated that 55 
the public did not receive all the information that the Planning Commission has received. 56 
(He later clarified that not everyone has “printed” out packets to look at during the 57 
meeting.) He stated he wanted to relinquish the remainder of his 3 minutes to other 58 
residents to use as their time. 59 
 60 
Adam Stever asked about the parameter of 20,000 square feet that is in the ordinance and 61 
wanted to know how it is justified. He stated that he did research and stated that the 62 
average lot within the city is 2.9, which is around 12,000 square foot per lot. He stated 63 
that only 12 lots would be allowed to have chickens within the city. 64 
He stated that it seems that the Commission is saying that they are allowing chickens and 65 
if people do not meet the requirements, that is too bad. He stated that he believes it is 66 
garbage. Stever referenced current laws within neighboring cities. He stated that he 67 
wanted to know why Washington Terrace feels justified in not allowing urban chickens. 68 
He stated that he has done research on coops and runs and feels that most of the lots in 69 
the city will accommodate the coop and allow for 6 chickens.  He stated that he is a big 70 
believer in personal accountability. He stated that the person who cannot keep care of 71 
their yard is not someone who will want personal chickens. He stated that it is a 72 
contentious point within the city. He stated that it is a big responsibility and feels that we 73 
will see a percentage of people wanting chickens will drop. He stated that he is confused 74 
why the city is allowing chickens with parameters. 75 
 76 
Resident Cal McCrary stated that he is pro-liberty. He stated that he feels that 500 new 77 
laws passed this year by the legislature is crazy. He stated that if our founders were here 78 
now living with laws and regulations that are fining them for everything that they do 79 
daily, they would be ready to load their muskets and do some house cleaning because. 80 
you can’t event walk across the street without breaking a regulation. He stated that the 81 
city should let the people do whatever they want to do. He stated that the 20,000 square 82 
foot lot parameter is discriminatory against a lot of the people in Washington Terrace. He 83 
stated that the coops that are required to be bought is a luxury condo for the chickens 84 
compared to how they are raised commercially. He pleaded with the Commission to 85 
amend the regulations to accommodate people who want chickens and stop regulating our 86 
lives. 87 
 88 
Resident Amanda Hartley stated that South Ogden recently adopted their ordinance 89 
concerning backyard chickens, stating that we should be able to adopt a similar ordinance 90 
because our lot sizes are comparable to theirs. She stated that noise and smell are 91 
common concerns from people who don’t want chickens. She stated that there are 92 
multiple studies that show that the decibel of chickens is no louder than a human 93 
conversation, noting that dogs are significantly louder. She stated that the city allows 94 
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dogs, and they do not give any benefit except emotional. She stated chickens allow her 95 
to teach her children how to care for chickens. She stated that kids that are raised with 96 
animals have less allergies and learn where food comes from. She asked that the 97 
Commission factors in all of the benefits. She stated that she feels that the 20,000 is 98 
ridiculous. 99 
 100 
Resident Becky Parr stated that she agrees with what has been said, stating that it feels 101 
like an abuse of power to cut out people who want to have chickens just because they 102 
have smaller lots, stating that chickens do not need 20,000 square feet. She stated that it 103 
is unfair to the citizens who elect officials not to be heard because they don’t have a 104 
20,000 lot size.  105 
 106 
Chairman Jacobson closed the public hearing at 6:20 p.m. 107 
 108 
Chairman Jacobson stated that the Commission did not write the ordinance, as it was 109 
written by the city and it’s legal counsel. He stated that he realizes that the 20,000 square 110 
foot lot size is very prohibited within the Terrace.  111 
 112 
Commissioner Morgan stated that she is neutral on chickens, however, she stated that she 113 
lays awake at night thinking about these things and stated that the public doesn’t have 114 
any enemies within the Commission. She stated that the Commission is not trying to 115 
punish or discriminate against anyone. She stated that the entire city works better when 116 
everyone can agree upon the rules. She stated that it is difficult to do what is best for 117 
everyone and have everyone happy. She stated that she appreciates the input given.  118 
 119 
Commissioner Morgan stated that she had some questions concerning the ordinance. She 120 
had questions on what “periodically” means concerning how often the inspections will be 121 
conducted. She stated that it should be clarified.  122 
She stated that there is an error on the lot sizes on the application, with one area stating 123 
8,000 and the stating 20,000. Commissioner Morgan stated that she personally feels that 124 
we could lessen the square footage requirements. She stated that other ordinances address 125 
clean-up or waste removal if a chicken dies. She stated that a time frame for disposal 126 
should be clear. She stated that she feels that the ordinance is not quite ready yet. 127 
Commissioner Henderson stated that he has had chickens and that they are a lot of work. 128 
He stated that there is noise, smells, flies. He stated that if there are racoons or rabbits in 129 
the area, chickens will be lost. He stated that he doesn’t know if people understand the 130 
responsibility. He stated that people should know that it is a fun hobby, but there is a lot 131 
of work involved. 132 
 133 
Commissioner Johnson stated that he has heard from residents who have concerns mostly 134 
about the rodents that chickens may bring. He stated that he doesn’t think the concerns 135 
are just smells and noise, but rather what the chickens could bring to other people’s 136 
backyards.  137 
 138 
Commissioner Wilkins stated that he has a concern about the lot size requirement, noting 139 
that it is way too big. He stated that he feels that people who don’t meet the requirement 140 
will have chickens anyway and we will be in the same situation that we are in now. He 141 
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stated that the square footage should be amended as a starting point for enforcement of 142 
the ordinance. 143 
 144 
Commissioner Watson stated that he has a nephew who loses a chicken once a week for 145 
one reason or another. He stated that he is concerned about the disposal of the chickens. 146 
He stated that he agrees that 20,000 sq. feet is too large for people who would like to 147 
have chickens. He stated that he personally does not want chickens, but does not want to 148 
deny anyone else to have them if we have enforceable laws. He stated that he has found 149 
that people are generally not good rule followers. 150 
 151 
City Attorney Bill Morris stated the 20,000 number was a place holder for what the 152 
Commission would decide concerning lot sizes. He stated that he left the enforcement 153 
very liberal.  He stated that he can add clauses and adjust the ordinance in accordance 154 
with the Commission’s recommendations. Seaman stated that the north end average lot 155 
size is made up of 6,000 sq. ft. lots 156 
Morris stated that he modeled the ordinance after Clearfield City’s ordinance, however, 157 
he made it simpler, as Clearfield’s ordinance seems complex. He stated that he had 158 
chickens his whole life, noting that the rodent, smell, and noise issues are real. He stated 159 
that he does feel that it is a workable ordinance for our community. He stated that it is up 160 
to the Commission to determine the lot size parameter. 161 
Seaman stated that the reason for the initial lot size of 20,000 sq. ft is because the current 162 
ordinance states that if someone does not have a lot size over 20,000 sq. ft., someone 163 
cannot have ordinance or fowl. He stated that the ordinance is from 1988, and it can be 164 
amended. He stated that we try to fine tune codes, but also rely on public opinion to base 165 
decisions. Seaman stated that staff is here due to direction from the Council to see if we 166 
can make an ordinance work to where it is an even playing field. He stated that staff is 167 
supportive of any action, and agrees that 20,000 is a large lot size. He stated that South 168 
Ogden allows 2 chickens for lot sizes 4,000-6,000 sq. ft. He stated that there is sliding 169 
scale up to the maximum of 8 chickens.  170 
 171 
Seaman stated that the biggest challenge within the city is code enforcement. He stated 172 
that enforcement will cost the city hundreds of thousands of dollars. He stated that this 173 
will be brought before Council to see if it is feasible and whether to move forward. He 174 
stated that staff presents options to Council and they decide the direction that staff should 175 
take. 176 
 177 
Commissioner Morgan stated that she thinks a sliding scale for lot sizes could work for 178 
the city. Commissioner Morgan stated that she appreciates that the good of the entire 179 
community must be considered, and compromises may be made. 180 
 181 
Chairman Jacobson stated that we do not have the manpower to enforce the ordinance. 182 
He stated that if we were to enforce the ordinance, he stated that people will pick and 183 
choose which rules to obey, as they are doing so now. He stated that he does agree that 184 
the lot size should be adjusted and likes the graduated scale. He stated that he feels that 185 
we need to start at a 6,000 sq. foot lot or a large portion of the city will be cut out. He 186 
stated that he has read many other cities’ regulations and noted that they are extremely 187 
strict on their chicken coop and run requirements. He stated that the ordinance should be 188 
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amended to include the smaller lot sizes. He proposes that lots less than 6,000 should not 189 
allow chickens, 6,000-8,000 should allow 2-3 chickens, depending on what the 190 
Commission decides, and 8,000-10,000 should allow for 4 chickens. He stated that lot 191 
sizes over 10,000 sq. feet should be allowed to have up to 8 chickens. 192 
 193 
                       194 

6. NEW BUSINESS    195 
 196 

6.1 MOTION/ORDINANCE 24-07: RECOMMENDATION TO APPROVE 197 
ORDINANCE 24-07 ADOPTING CHAPTER 17.86 REGULATING URBAN 198 
CHICKENS 199 
 200 
The Commission decided to table the vote until the ordinance can be re-worked and 201 
brought back for further discussion.  202 
 203 

Motion by Commissioner Watson 204 
Seconded by Commissioner Wilkins 205 

To table the discussion until the next meeting 206 
Approved unanimously (7-0) 207 

 208 
     7.    UPCOMING BUSINESS                             209 

The next meeting will be held on September 26th. 210 
Chairman Jacobson stated that the information that the Commission has is available on 211 
the website for the public to view. 212 
 213 

8. MOTION: ADJOURN THE MEETING 214 
 215 
Chairman Jacobson closed the meeting at  216 
 217 

Motion by Commissioner Henderson 218 
Seconded by Commissioner Johnson 219 

To adjourn the meeting 220 
Approved unanimously 221 

Time: 6:49 p.m. 222 
 223 
 224 

___________________________________                 ______________________________ 225 
Date Approved                                                              City Recorder 226 
 227 



Planning Commission  
Staff Report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Author: Tyler D. Seaman  
Date: 9/26/24  
Type of Item:  Motion/Ordinance 
 
Subject: Motion/Ordinance: To rezone the city owned Property located at 5600 South and 
Adams Avenue for O-1 to C-1. Parcel 07-037-0031 
 
Summary Recommendation: Staff would recommend making this change as Washington 
Terrace City is preparing to sell the property and develop into a commercial property. 
 
Description:  

 
A. Background: The Elected Officials of Washington Terrace expressed interest in selling 

this property. They do not feel the open space located on this corner is a viable asset to 
the city. Maintaining it has become a burden to the maintenance budget. The Elected 
Officials directed us to partner with a developer to transform the property into an 
appreciating asset and potential tax increase on sales and property taxes. 
 
A Public Hearing will be held at the Planning Commission meeting on September 26, 
2024. Recommendations from the Planning Commission will be forwarded to the City 
Council for final approval. 
 

B. Analysis: Staff agrees with this decision and is supportive of rezoning this parcel on the 
corner of 5600 South and Adams Ave. for commercial development. 

 
C. Department Review: Planning, Legal 
 



 

 

 CITY OF WASHINGTON TERRACE 
 ORDINANCE 24-08 
 
 ZONING MAP AMENDMENT 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON TERRACE, UTAH, 
AMENDING THE ZONING MAP FOR A CERTAIN PARCEL WHERE AN 
ZONING AMENDMENT APPLICATION WAS FILED; ADOPTING THE 
CONCEPT PLAN; SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Washington Terrace (hereafter “City”) is a municipal corporation, duly 
organized and existing under the laws of the State of Utah; 
 
 WHEREAS, Utah Code Annotated §§ 10-8-84 and 10-8-60 allow municipalities in the State of 
Utah to exercise certain police powers and nuisance abatement powers, including but not limited to 
providing for safety and preservation of health, promotion of prosperity, improve community well-being, 
peace and good order for the inhabitants of the City; 
 
 WHEREAS, Title 10, Chapter 9a, of the Utah Code Annotated, 1953, as amended, enables 
municipalities to regulate land use and development; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City finds it necessary to update its land use ordinances in order to meet the 
challenges presented by development and to protect public health, safety, and welfare; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the City received an Application to amend the Zoning Map from Brad Hansen, and 
the proposed amendment is consistent with the General Plan; 
 
 WHEREAS, after publication of the required notice the Planning Commission held its public 
hearing on September 26, 2024, to take public comment on the proposed ordinance, after which the 
Planning Commission gave its recommendation to ____________ this Ordinance; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council received the recommendation from the Planning Commission and 
held its public meeting on October 1, 2024; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Washington Terrace as 
follows: 
 
Section 1:  Repealer.  Any ordinance or portion of the municipal code inconsistent with this 

Ordinance is hereby repealed and any reference thereto is hereby vacated. 
 
Section 2: Zoning Map Amendment. The Official Zoning Map of the City of Washington Terrace 

is hereby amended for Parcel 07-037-0031 from __O-1___ to __C-1___ located at: 5580 
South Adams Avenue as shown in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated herein 
by this reference. 

 
Section 3: Severability. If a court of competent jurisdiction determines that any part of this 

ordinance is unconstitutional or invalid, then such portion of the ordinance, or specific 
application of the ordinance, shall be severed from the remainder, which shall continue in 
full force and effect. 



 

 

 
Section 4: Effective date.  This Ordinance take effect immediately upon mayoral approval and 

posting. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council on this ____ day of _______________, 2024. 
 
        
___________________________________ 
MARK C. ALLEN, 
Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________________ 
City Recorder 
 
RECORDED this ___ day of ___________, 2024. 
PUBLISHED OR POSTED this ___ day of ___________, 2024. 
 
 CERTIFICATE OF PASSAGE AND PUBLICATION OR POSTING 
According to the provision of U.C.A. §10-3-713, 1953 as amended, I, the City Recorder of Washington 
Terrace, City, Utah, hereby certify that foregoing Ordinance was duly passed and published or posted as 
required by State Law. 
 
 
___________________________________  DATE:_______________ 
City Recorder 





CITY OF WASHINGTON TERRACE  
ORDINANCE NO 24-07 

 
URBAN CHICKENS 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON TERRACE CITY, UTAH, 
ADOPTING CHAPTER 17.86 REGULATING URBAN CHICKENS; SEVERABILITY; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Washington Terrace (“City”) is a municipal corporation, duly organized 
and existing under the laws of the State of Utah; 
 
 WHEREAS, Utah Code Annotated §§ 10-8-84 and 10-8-60 allow municipalities in the State of 
Utah to exercise certain police powers and nuisance abatement powers, including but not limited to 
providing for safety and preservation of health, promotion of prosperity, improve community well-being, 
peace and good order for the inhabitants of the City; 
 
 WHEREAS, Title 10, Chapter 9a, of the Utah Code Annotated, 1953, as amended, enables 
municipalities to regulate land use and development; 
 
 WHEREAS, there is renewed interest in raising chickens in the urban environments and the City 
desires to allow for such while mitigating adverse impacts; 
 
 WHEREAS, after publication of the required notice the Planning Commission held its public 
hearing on August 29,2024, to take public comment on this proposed Ordinance, and subsequently gave 
its recommendation to ______________ this Ordinance; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council received the recommendation from the Planning Commission and 
held its public meeting on ____________________, and desires to act on this Ordinance; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Washington Terrace as 
follows: 
 
Section 1. Repealer.  Any Ordinance that conflict with this Ordinance is repealed. 
 
Section 2. Amendment. Chapter 17.86 is hereby adopted to read as follows: 
 

Chapter 17.86 
URBAN CHICKENS 

 
Sections: 
17.86.010 Purpose. 
17.86.020 Land Use Permit. 
17.86.030 Application. 
17.86.040 Regulations. 
17.86.050 Inspection. 
17.86.060 Enforcement and Appeal. 
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17.86.010 Purpose. 
The purpose of this Chapter is to permit the keeping and/or raising of chickens in certain single-family 
zones as provided in this Chapter for the sole purpose of family food production. Any chicken kept as 
provided in this Chapter is not considered or otherwise deemed a household pet. 
 
17.86.020. Land Use Permit. 
Any person keeping and/or raising one or more chickens in the City shall first obtain a Land Use Permit 
under this Chapter. Any Land Use Permit issued under this Chapter shall be made by application of the 
property owner and continue under this Chapter for the duration of ownership upon which time any Land 
Use Permit shall cease. No Land Use Permit under this Chapter shall run with the land. 
 
17.86.030 Application. 
A complete application for a Land Use Permit filed with the City under this Chapter shall include: 

1. A one-time license fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00). 
2. Property Owner Authorization and Affidavit that states: The undersigned, being duly sworn, 

depose that I am (we are) the applicants of the property involved and that we agree to abide by the 
provisions contained herein and acknowledges that he or she is responsible to know and 
understand all local, state, or federal regulations related to the keeping of one or more chickens at 
the location of the property listed in the application. 

3. Applicant’s contact information, including: 
a. Legal name. 
b. Phone number. 
c. Email. 
d. Other contact information as needed. 

4. Address of the property where chickens are proposed to be located and proof of ownership. 
5. Site Plan showing the: 

a. North arrow. 
b. Building lot size. 
c. All property boundaries. 
d. All existing and proposed public streets, private streets, drives, right-of-ways, and 

easements shown including widths. 
e. Location of existing curb, gutter, and sidewalk. 
f. Location of all existing structures and accessory buildings on the property with accurate 

square footage. 
g. Location of proposed structures and/or proposed additions to existing structures with 

proposed square footage. 
h. Location and size of any existing or proposed septic tanks and leach fields, if applicable. 

 
17.86.040 Regulations. 
The keeping and/or raising of one or more chickens is subject to the following regulations: 

1. Compliance. Any chicken shall be kept in a manner consistent with this Chapter. 
2. Family Only. Any chicken shall be kept strictly for family food production, and not for commercial 

sale or personal income. No egg sales whatsoever. 
3. Prohibited. No roosters shall be kept, and no breeding is permitted on the property. 
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4. Keeping. Only chicken hens may be kept on a residential lot in accordance with the following 
standards: 

a. Lot size requirements: 
i. 6,000 square foot lot: keeping  up to three (3) hens. 

ii. 8,000 square foot lot: keeping up to four (4) hens. 
iii. 10,000+ square foot lot: keeping  up to six (6) hens. 

b. Any chicken shall be kept in one coop or one properly enclosed area at all times in the 
rear yard as depicted on an approved Site Plan. 

c. No chicken shall be permitted to roam outside a coop or enclosed area. 
d. A coop shall be covered, ventilated, and rodent and predator resistant. 
e. A coop shall not be constructed of scrap or dilapidated materials. 
f. The coop shall be built with a finished, all weather exterior material. 
g. Any crowing hen shall be culled. 

5. Setbacks. The coop or enclosure shall be located: 
a. At least twenty-five (25) feet from any primary residential dwelling. 
b. At least twenty-five (25) feet from any primary residential dwelling on an adjoining 

property. 
c. At least five (5) feet from any property line. 
d. Maximum coop height is seven (7) feet, at its highest point. 
e. Any time a heating device used in a pen or coop, such pen or coop must be separated at 

least ten (10) feet from any residential dwelling. 
6. Maintenance.  

a. Any coop and/or enclosure shall be maintained: 
i. In an orderly and sanitary condition, and in a manner that prevents a detectable 

odor at the property line. 
ii. Bedding used shall be pine shavings because it dries out the manure and can be 

sifted through with a litter scoop. Hay and straw is not acceptable as it is non-
absorbent and becomes wet and matted to the floor. 

iii. Chicken manure is high in nitrogen and can release ammonia and cause noxious 
odors. It is also a potential carrier of disease, parasites, and is a medium that 
breeds unpleasant insects, such as flies and as such manure shall be sifted and 
removed from the property and disposed of in a lawful dump. Pine shavings shall 
also be removed and changed regularly. 

b. Dead animals shall be immediately removed from the lot and disposed of in a lawful 
dump. 

c. Chicken feed shall be stored in a covered container and in a manner that prevents access 
from rodents or other animals. 

d. No growth or vegetation other than sod grass is permitted within five (5) feet of any coop. 
e. The area within five (5) feet of the perimeter of any coop shall be unobstructed, except the 

side where a coop may be attached to an accessory building. 
f. No coop, pen, cage, or similar structure shall exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet 

(including the coop, run, and/or enclosure). 
g. Any chicken found at-large of the rear yard of owner’s lot is subject to being culled or 

confiscated. 
 
17.86.050 Inspection. 
The property will be inspected upon application and periodically to verify compliance with this Chapter. 
Upon an initial application, reinspection is required if property does not meet requirements of this Chapter. 
For each reinspection the applicant is subject to a fifty ($50.00) reinspection fee. 
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17.86.060 Enforcement and Appeal. 
A Land Use Permit may be denied, suspended, or revoked for a violation of this Chapter. A violation of 
this Chapter is subject to an infractions and a fine not to exceed $750 per violation. Appeals are subject to 
this Title. 
   
Section 3: Severability. If a court of competent jurisdiction determines that any part of this 
Ordinance is unconstitutional or invalid, then such portion of this Ordinance, or specific application of 
this Ordinance, shall be severed from the remainder, which shall continue in full force and effect. 
 
Section 4: Effective date. This Ordinance takes effect immediately upon adoption and posting. 
 
  
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council on this _____ day of _____________, 20___. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Mayor  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
City Recorder 
 
RECORDED this ____ day of _____________, 20___. 
PUBLISHED OR POSTED this ____ day of _____________, 20___. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF PASSAGE AND PUBLICATION OR POSTING 
According to the provision of U.C.A. §10-3-713, 1953 as amended, I, the City Recorder of Washington 
Terrace City, hereby certify that foregoing ordinance was duly passed and published, or posted at: 1) 
___________,  2)  ___________, and 3) ___________ on the above referenced dates. 
 
 
__________________________________ DATE:_______________ 
City Recorder 



Building/Code Enforcement 
5249S 400E Washington 

Terrace, UT 84405 
801-390-5389  

 
 
 

 

RESIDENTIAL CHICKEN LICENSE APPLICATION 

Applicant Name:   Date:   

Applicant Address:     

Applicant Phone #:  Applicant E-mail:   

 
17.86 REGULATING CHICKENS IN SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONES OWNERSHIP AND MAINTENANCE 

A. The keeping and maintenance of residential chickens is allowed within the City only as provided in this Title. 
B. Any chicken kept as provided by this Title shall not be deemed a household pet. 
C. A City license is required for the keeping of chickens allowed by this Title. 

1. A license shall be a one-time application and shall be signed by the property owner. 
2. A license does not run with the land. 
3. There shall be a one-time license fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00). 
4. Property will be inspected to verify compliance with ordinance following approval.  
5. Reinspection will be required if property does not meet guidelines on the initial property inspection and will result in an 

additional fifty ($50.00) fee for each reinspection.  
6. Application for, and acceptance of a license is prima facia evidence that a person agrees to abide by all the 
conditions and regulations of this Title. 

7. A license may be revoked for any violation of this Title. 
8. Applicant shall submit a site plan to the Community Development office. 

D. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any chicken in a manner contrary to the provisions of this Title. Any such 
violation shall be a class B misdemeanor. 

E. A chicken shall be kept strictly for familial gain from the production and consumption of eggs, and there shall be no sale 
or income resulting from the keeping of a chicken. 

F. Up to six (6) hens may be kept on a residential lot in accordance with the following: 
1. A chicken shall only be kept on a property containing a single-family detached dwelling unit. 
2. A chicken shall be kept in a coop or enclosed area at all times. 
3. No chicken shall be permitted to roam outside a coop or enclosed area. 
4. A coop shall be covered, ventilated, and rodent and predator resistant. 
5. A coop shall not be constructed of scrap or dilapidated materials. 
6. The coop shall be built with a finished, all weather exterior material. 
7. It is unlawful to keep a rooster or crowing hen. 
8. Lot size Requirements: 

6,000 Sq Foot Lot: keeping of up to three (3) hens 
8,000 Sq Foot Lot: keeping of up to four (4) hens 
10,000+ Sq Foot Lot: keeping of up to six (6) hens 

9. Any coop or enclosure shall be located in the rear yard of the main dwelling. 
10. Any coop or enclosure shall be located at least twenty (25) feet from any primary residential dwelling on an 
adjoining property, and at least five (5) feet from any property line. 

11. No coop shall be taller than seven (7’) feet, at its highest point. 
12. Any time a heating device is employed in a pen or coop, such pen or coop must be separated at least ten (10) 
feet from any dwelling structure. 

13. Any coop and any roaming area shall be maintained in a neat and sanitary condition and shall be cleaned as 
necessary to prevent a detectable odor at the property line. 

14. Chicken feed shall be stored and dispensed in a rodent-proof and predator proof container. 
15. No growth or vegetation other than sod grass is permitted within five (5) feet of any coop. 
16. The area within five (5) feet of the perimeter of any coop shall be unobstructed, except that the rear of a 
coop may be attached to another structure. 

17. A chicken may not be kept, and a coop may not be constructed, on any property that is in violation of a City 
Ordinance or where the owner or resident is being prosecuted for a violation. 

18. No coop, pen, cage, or similar structure shall exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet (includes coop space 
and chicken run) 

G. Any chicken that is outside of an approved coop or enclosed area may be confiscated by any agent of the City. 

Property Owner Authorization and Affidavit:The undersigned, being duly sworn, depose that I am (we are) the applicants of the property involved and that we 
agree to abide by the provisions contained herein and acknowledges that he or she is responsible to know and understand all local, state, or federal 
regulations related to the keeping of chickens at the property listed above as the “Applicant Address.” 



Building/Code Enforcement 
5249S 400E Washington 

Terrace, UT 84405 
801-390-5389  

 
 
 

 

 
SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 

• Name, address, phone number of the applicant and the person who prepared the plan 
• North arrow, Building lot size, All property boundaries 
• All existing and proposed public streets, private streets, drives, and right-of-ways and easements 
• Label the width of any easements, streets, or drives 
• Existing curb, gutter, sidewalk, 
• All existing structures of the property (sheds, decks, buildings, etc.) 
• All proposed structures and/or proposed additions to existing structures 
• Label the square footage of all structures (existing and proposed) 
• Show any existing or proposed septic tanks and leach fields (if not on public sewer) 
• Adjacent properties within 200’ of the property, including main and accessory structures 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The undersigned owner/agent acknowledges that any violation of the above outlined requirements of Section 11-13-37 of the Washington Terrace City  
Municipal Code, or any other section of the Washington Terrace City Municipal Code may result in both civil and criminal penalties, including but not limited to 
the confiscation of chickens, the inability to legally keep chickens within the City, revocation of licenses, fines, fees, and jail. 

 
 

Applicant Property Owner/Agent (if different) 
 

 
Washington Terrace City Approval Date 

THIS AREA RESERVED FOR GRID LINES AND SITE PLAN – ATTACH SEPARATE SHEETS AS NEEDED 
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